PREFACE

THERE is no want of excellent manuals on
Indian Literature, but, as a rule, they are not
elementary enough to appeal to the popular
taste. The following pages address them-
selves to the general reader who knows
nothing or little of Eastern thought. The
subject is far too much ignored outside the
ranks of Oriental scholars. And yet, no
educated Englishman who feels the respon-
sibility of Empire, and wants to think
imperially, can afford to disregard the voice
of India any longer. Her ancient ideals
throw a flood of light on the present needs
of her teeming millions. But the intellectual
achievements of the Hindus well deserve to
be studied on their own merits. The casket
of Sanskrit literature is old-fashioned, but
precious, and of exquisite workmanship, like
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